|
Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/01/19 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000201350034-7

NEW YORK TIM:=S
DNPAE A S

30 March, 1985

Soviet Couple Lose Court Ruling

By JUDITH CUMMINGS
Special to The New York Times

LOS ANGELES, March 29 — A Fed-
eral district judge today ruled against
a request to exclude what defense law-
yers termed ‘‘prejudicial’’ evidence
from the trial of a Russian émigré cou-
Ple accused of being Soviet spies.

Lawyers for the couple, Svetlana and
Nikolay Ogorodnikov, had sought to ex-
clude evidence that could be inter.
preted as indicating they were pro-
Soviet in their views.

The Ogorodnikovs are accused of
conspiring to commit espionage for the
Soviet Union with Richard W. Miller
when he was an agent of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation. The couple’s
trial is scheduled to begin Wednesday.
Mr. Miller, who had been'a bureau
agent for 20 years when he was ar.

rested with the couple in October, is to-

be tried later,

The judge, David V. Kenyon, also re-
jected a request by one of Mrs. Ogorod-
nikov’s attorneys, Brad D. Brian, that
the Government be barred from intro-
ducting as evidence statements Mr.
Miller made about Mrs. Ogorodnikov
to the F.B.1. Mr. Miller is expected to
be called by the Government to testify

against the Ogorodnikovs.
Mr. Brian made reference to a state- |
ment

T. er to the bureau t

Mr. Brian argued that not even the
Government believed her assertion
about the high post in the K.G.B. The
lawyer also contended that ‘“‘nobody
knows”’ what Mr. Miller would testity
because he had made ‘“‘contradictory”
statements to his bureau interrogators.

u jcated that he did

not_believe Mrs, Ogorodnikov was a
high-ranking Soviet intelligence offj-
cial.

“?:ertainly it’s not true that shewas a
major in the K.G.B., or An ’s
daughter or things of that sort,”” J udge
Kenyon said, referring to a former
Soviet Premier, Yuri V. An . The
Government has said that Mrs. Ogo-
rodnikov asserted at one time that she
was Mr. 's daughter. and at
another time that she had had a love af-

tair with him. :
The judge said he considered such
statements relevant, however, ‘to
show identification with a certain
group or side.’ ‘
The material that the defense law-
.yers had sought to exclude from trial
|included any evidence that the Ogorod-
nikovs had made freequent trips to the
Soviet Union, that they had made ef-
forts to find a Soviet defector who was
reported to be a K.G.B. officer and that
Mr. Ogorodnikov had been observed
taking photographs of anti-Soviet pro-
testers at a demonstration in Los An-
geles,
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